


Post-medieval When recording finds dating after 1540, FLOs

AD 1540 onwards concentrate on items that are unusual or have local
significance rather than common or mass-produced
artefacts. Despite this selection, we still recorded
17,049 post-medieval and modern finds in 2023,
representing 23.53% of the dataset.

War and coinage

During the first period of the English Civil War between
Charles | (r. 1625-49) and Parliament, coinage was
issued by both sides. Those struck at the Tower of
London for Parliament - for centuries the premier,

often sole, mint in England - maintained standard
designs throughout. A silver half-crown found at
Calbourne (IOW-E14E52), dated to 1645-6 from

its sun initial mark, is barely changed from an example
issued in 1636—8 found at Dumbleton, Gloucestershire
(WMID-1316C1). The Civil War coinage of Charles |

is more varied, some continuing the same bust-shield
designs of the Tower mint, others being more explicitly
political. The issues from his base at Oxford are a good
example of the latter. A 1643 shilling found at Ruthin,
Denbighshire (LVPL-898926), has a reverse carrying
two inscriptions: an abbreviated one reading RELIG PROT
LEG ANG LIBER PAR (The Protestant religion, the laws
of England, the liberty of the Parliament), citing Charles’
declaration in 1642 to uphold them, and EXVRGAT DEVS
DISSIPENTVR INIMICI (Let God arise, let His enemies
be scattered).

Another Oxford-minted coin, a threepence of 1646
Modern (1930-505) ) with the same inscriptions, was found at East Cowton,
alloy brooch reminiscont North Yorkshire (DUR-EG2DED). This has been pierced
of Romano-British probably using a nail, the typical method to declare a coin
‘dragonesque’ brooches, false. Perhaps this was an act of mutilation by someone

found near Darlington, Co. sympathetic to Parliament’s cause.
Durham. The five circular

‘dimples’ are likely settings
for glass or enamel. Michael Lewis & John Naylor

DUR-B42D64

CORN-306E77 LVPL-898926

One part of a two-part Silver shilling of Charles |
lead mould for a copper from the mint in Oxford,
alloy pipe tamper, found found at Ruthin,

at Landulph, Cornwall. Denbighshire, including
The impression appears the king's Declaration
similar to some pipe given at the beginning
tampers recorded on of the Civil War.

the PAS database,
though of better quality.
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Statistics




Table 1
PAS finds
recorded,

finds records
and Treasure
cases reported
by traditional

county
(including
any finds
from unitary

authorities as
appropriate).2
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Area PAS finds PAS records Treasure cases
Bedfordshire 249 207 6
Berkshire (inc. Reading, West Berkshire, 1,976 1,774 9
Windsor & Maidenhead, Wokingham)

Buckinghamshire (inc. Milton Keynes) 1,690 1,204 23
Cambridgeshire (inc. Peterborough) 2,798 781 19
Cheshire (inc. Stockport, Warrington, Wirral) 828 712 21
Cornwall 322 256 15
Cumbria 331 309 18
Derbyshire 366 317 12
Devon 313 273 27
Dorset (inc. Poole) 1837 820 24
Durham, Co. (inc. Darlington, Hartlepool, 364 354 13
South Tyneside, Stockton-on-Tees, Sunderland)

Essex (inc. Thurrock) 2,263 1,625 85
Gloucestershire (inc. Bath & NE Somerset, North 3,873 818 41
Somerset)

Hampshire (inc. Portsmouth) 2,165 2,006 93
Herefordshire 547 160 17
Hertfordshire 935 729 22
Isle of Wight 1,191 1,187 9
Kent (inc. Medway) 1,246 1,243 47
Lancashire (inc. Bury, Blackburn, Knowsley, Liverpool, 560 336 19
Oldham, Rochdale, Salford, Sefton, St Helens, Trafford)

Leicestershire 478 438 18
Lincolnshire (inc. North & North East Lincolnshire) 6,674 5,631 78
London, Gtr 1,044 1,018 14
Norfolk 6,315 3,795 109
Northamptonshire 1,087 964 20
Northumberland (inc. Newcastle) 369 2992 20
Nottinghamshire 1,513 1,235 18
Oxfordshire 2,444 2,381 60
Rutland 284 183 4
Shropshire (inc. Telford & Wrekin) 502 485 31
Somerset 6,849 755 35
Staffordshire (inc. Walsall) 1,247 1,003 28
Suffolk 4,954 3,268 63
Surrey 1,103 953 8
Sussex (inc. Brighton & Hove) 1,334 907 28
Warwickshire (inc. Birmingham, Solihull) 861 792 35
Wiltshire (inc. Swindon) 2,732 2,639 67
Worcestershire (inc. Dudley) 1,961 514 17
Yorkshire, East 1,719 1,620 29
Yorkshire, North (inc. Middlesborough, 3,160 2,809 70
Redcar & Cleveland, York)

Yorkshire, South (inc. Barnsley, 624 599 7
Doncaster, Rotherham, Sheffield)

Yorkshire, West (inc. Bradford, 776 390 6
Calderdale, Kirklees, Leeds, Wakefield)

Wales (all counties) 852 745 77
Northern Ireland (all counties) n/a n/a 0
data not yet available 2,490 2,123 3
Total 74,506 50,550 1,358

The above table gives information about where finds were made by county: it should be noted that FLOs will
record finds from both inside and outside their area. The counties with the most finds records in 2023 were
Lincolnshire (5,631), Norfolk (3,795) and Suffolk (3,268), all areas with vast agricultural land and popular for
metal-detecting. The counties recording the most finds were Somerset (6,849),° Lincolnshire (6,674) and
Norfolk (6,315). Most Treasure cases were reported from Norfolk (109), Hampshire (93) and Essex (85).

2 Data downloaded 2 January 2024.
8 Explained by a large hoard of 5,500 Roman coins.
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Table 2

PAS finds
records and
the number

of finders
recording finds
(by recording
institution).
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FLO Area PAS records Finders
Berkshire (BERK) 2,014 59
Bedfordshire & Hertfordshire (BH) 1,080 56
Buckinghamshire (BUC) 701 39
Cambridgeshire (CAM) 217 41
Cheshire etc (LVPL) 1,655 149
Cornwall (CORN) 213 34
Derbyshire & Nottinghamshire (DENQ) 1,486 99
Devon (DEV) 299 71
Dorset (DOR) 955 76
Durham (DUR) 1,099 118
Essex (ESS) 1,221 165
Gloucestershire (GLO) 694 84
Hampshire (HAMP) 665 67
Herefordshire & Shropshire (HESH) 157 43
Isle of Wight (IOW) 1,322 54
Kent (KENT) 585 104
Lancashire & Cumbria (LANCUM) 810 118
Leicestershire (LEIC) 646 103
Lincolnshire (LIN) 1,901 118
London (LON) 645 105
Norfolk (NMS) 3,302 196
Northamptonshire (NARC) 1,221 8bH
North Lincolnshire (NLM) 3,658 150
Northumberland etc (NCL) 254 37
Oxfordshire (OXON) 2,302 19
Somerset (SOM) 461 51
Staffordshire & West Midlands (WMID) 1,529 154
Suffolk (SF) 3,471 199
Surrey (SUR) 3,453 170
Sussex (SUSS) 898 126
Warwickshire & Worcestershire (WAW) 1,080 119
Wiltshire (WILT) 2,357 125
Yorkshire, North & East (YORYM) 2,145 105
Yorkshire, South & West (SWYOR) 2799 151
Wales (NMGW etc) 496 253
Finds Advisers etc (BM etc) 1,141 50
Public - self recorders (PUBLIC etc) 1,788 84

Recording institutions logging the most finds records in 2023 were NLM (3,558), SF (3,471) and SUR

(3,453). 1,788 records were made by 84 (PUBLIC) self-recorders (detectorists given training to record their
own finds). Finds made by 3,877 finders were added to the PAS database in 2023, though FLOs will have
met other people whose finds were not recorded (e.g. they are of limited archaeological interest or FLOs
were necessarily selective in what they chose to record). Recording institutions making records for the most
finders (in England) were SF (199), NMS (196) and SUR (170).

4 This is based on where the finds are made and does not include PUBLIC records.

® Most FLOs are fulltime but in some areas (such as the Isle of Wight, Hampshire and the West Midlands)
they are part-time or job share. Most FLAs are part-time.
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Table 3

PAS finds
recorded by
government
region
(England only).*

Table 4

PAS finds and
finds records
by period
(where known/
recorded).

Table 5
Method of
discovery
where known/
recorded
(based on
finds records).

Table 6
Findspot
precision
(based on
finds records).

Table 7

Land use
(based on
finds records),
where known/
recorded.
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Government Region FLOs® FLAs PAS finds PAS records
North West 3 1 1,688 1,326

North East 2 1 742 653
Yorkshire 3 2 8,114 6,892

West Midlands 4 2 5,051 2,889

East Midlands 4 1 7912 6,771

East 7 2 11,962 7,609

South West 6 3 15,627 5,262

South East & London 10 3 12,376 10,904

The English government regions creating the most finds records in 2023 were the South East and London
(10,904), the East (7,609) and Yorkshire (6,892).

Stone Bronze Iron Age Roman Early- Medieval Post-

Age Age medieval medieval
Finds 2,289 1,562 1,249 32,301 3,213 14,810 17,049
% 3.16 214 1.72 44,58 4.43 20.44 23.53
Records 1,150 8565 1,013 16,282 2,630 13,5610 13,943
% 2.33 1.74 2.06 33.04 513 27.41 28.29

Roman finds accounted for the highest number (and proportion) of individual items recorded in 2023
(44.58% of finds and 33.04% records), followed by those of Post-Medieval (25.76% and 28.29%), then
Medieval (20.44% and 27.41%), date. This also shows that Roman finds are more likely to be found in an
assemblage, especially a large assemblage (such as a hoard), than Medieval or later finds.

Metal- Chance find Field- Other chance Controlled Building/
detecting while metal- walking/ find/ archaeological agricultural
detecting mudlarking gardening investigation work
Records 47,440 716 1890 430 41 25
% 93.86 1.42 3.74 0.85 0.08 0.05

More than 95% of finds made in 2023 were found through metal-detecting, with fieldwalking or mudlarking
being the next most likely method of discovery.

4 fig 6 fig 8 fig 10 fig 12 fig
Records 83 6,983 4140 36,915 18
% 0.7 14.50 8.60 76.69 0.04

Over 99% of completed PAS finds records in 2023 had at least a 6-figure NGR (National Grid Reference
- precise to 100m), with over 85% having at least an 8-figure NGR (precise to 10m). This level of precision
is essential for the data to be archaeologically useful.

Land use Finds Records %
Cultivated land 29,5692 94.30
Grassland/heathland 712 2.97
Woodland 59 0.9
Coastland 238 0.76
Open fresh water/wetlands 552 1.76
Other 228 0.72

Over 94% of finds records (where land use was recorded) were discovered on cultivated land. Here they
are vulnerable to agricultural damage and natural corrosion processes.

Michael Lewis & lan Richardson
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Portable
Antiquities
Scheme
partners
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Amgueddfa Cymru — Museum Wales*
Arts, Culture & Sport Division, Welsh Government
Ashmolean Museum (University of Oxford)*

Barnsley Museums
(Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council)

Bassetlaw Museum (Bassetlaw District Council)

Berkshire Archaeology
(Reading Borough Council)

Birmingham Museum & Art Gallery*
(Birmingham Museums Trust)

Bradford District Museums & Galleries
(City of Bradford Metropolitan District Council)

Bristol Museum & Art Gallery*
(Bristol City Council)

Buxton Museum & Art Gallery
(Derbyshire County Council)

Cadw

Calderdale Museums (Calderdale Council)
Cambridgeshire County Council*

Chester House Estate

Colchester & Ipswich Museum Service*
(Colchester City Council)

Corby Heritage Centre (Corby Borough Council)
Cornwall Archaeological Unit (Cornwall Council)
Cornwall Council

Chesterfield Museum
(Chesterfield Borough Council)

Daventry Museum (Daventry District Council)
Department of Culture, Media & Sport

Derby Museums*

Devon County Council

Discover Bucks Museum*

Dorset Council

Durham County Council*

East Northamptonshire District Council

East Sussex County Council

Great North Museum: Hancock*
(Tyne & Wear Archives & Museums)

Gloucestershire County Council
Hampshire County Council*

Hampshire Cultural Trust

Heneb: The Trust for Welsh Archaeology

Herefordshire Museum Service
(Herefordshire Council)

Heritage Doncaster (City of Doncaster Council)
Hull & East Riding Museum (Hull City Council)

Institute of Archaeology*
(University College London)

Isle of Wight Council*

Kent County Council*

Kettering Borough Council

Kirklees Museums & Galleries (Kirklees Council)
Lancashire County Museum Service*

Leeds Museums & Galleries (Leeds City Council)
Leicestershire City Council

Leicestershire County Council

Lincolnshire County Council*
(inc. Lincoln Museum)

London Museum*

Manchester Museum (University of Manchester)
Milton Keynes Museum

Museum of Cornish Life*

Museums Worcestershire

National Civil War Centre — Newark Museum
National Museums Liverpool*

New Forest National Park Authority

Norfolk Historic Environment Service
(Norfolk County Council)

Norfolk Museums Service*
(Norfolk County Council)

Northampton Archives
(West Northamptonshire Council)

Northampton Museum & Art Gallery
(West Northamptonshire Council)

North Lincolnshire Museum™
(North Lincolnshire Council)

North Northampton Council
Nottingham Museums (Nottingham City Council)
Nottinghamshire County Council

Oxfordshire Museum Service*
(Oxfordshire County Council)

Peak District National Park Authority
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Peterborough Museum & Art Gallery
(Peterborough City Council)

Potteries Museum & Art Gallery
(Stoke-on-Trent City Council)

Rotherham Museums, Arts & Heritage
(Rotherham Metropolitan Borough Council)

Royal Albert Memorial Museum
(Exeter City Council)

Rutland County Museum
(Rutland County Council)

Sheffield Museums Trust

Shropshire Museums Service
(Shropshire Council)

Southampton Museums
(Southampton City Council)

South Northamptonshire District Council
South West Heritage Trust*

South Yorkshire Archaeology Service
Suffolk County Council*®

Surrey County Council*

Sussex Archaeological Society

Sussex Past”

Swansea Museum

Swindon Museum & Art Gallery
(Swindon Borough Council)

The Box Plymouth (Plymouth City Council)
The British Museum*

The Record Office (Northampton)

The Salisbury Museum*

The West Midlands Archaeological Collections
Research Unit

Towcester Museum
Tullie (Tullie House Museum & Art Gallery Trust)
University of Nottingham

Verulamium Museum®
(St Albans City & District Council)

Warwickshire Museum Service
(Warwickshire County Council

Wakefield Museums & Castles
(Wakefield Council)

Wellingborough District Council

West Cheshire Museums
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West Berkshire Council*

West Sussex County Council

West Yorkshire Archaeology Advisory Service*
Winchester City Council

Wiltshire Archaeological & Natural
History Society

Wiltshire Council
Wiltshire Museum
Wrexham County Borough Museum

York Museums Trust*

Portable Antiquities Advisory Group
Amgueddfa Cymru-Museum Wales
Arts Council England (ACE)

Association of Local Government Archaeological
Officers (ALGAO)

Association of Metal Detecting Sports (AMDS)
Council for British Archaeology (CBA)
Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (CIfA)
Country Land & Business Association (CLA)
Department for Culture, Media & Sport (DCMS)
Federation of Independent Detectorists
Historic England

National Council for Metal Detecting (NCMD)
National Farmers Union (NFU)

Royal Commission on the Ancient & Historical
Monuments of Wales (RCAHMW)

Society for Museum Archaeology (SMA)

The British Museum

PAS Cymru Advisory Board (Wales)
Amgueddfa Cymru-Museum Wales

Arts, Culture & Sport, Llywodraeth
Cymru-Welsh Government

Cadw

The British Museum

*Employer
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Finds Liaison ..
Officers’ -
locations
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Finds Liaison
Officers’
contacts
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@ Bedfordshire & Hertfordshire
Matthew Fittock

+44 (0)1727 819379
matthew.fittock@stalbans.gov.uk

© Berkshire

Philip Smither

+44 (0)1635 519397
philip.smitherl@westberks.gov.uk

© Buckinghamshire
Arwen Wood

+44 (0)7955 430589
finds@discoverbucksmuseum.org

O Cambridgeshire

Helen Fowler

+44 (0)1223 728571
helen.fowler@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

© Cheshire, Greater Manchester

& Merseyside

Heather Beeton

+44 (0)790 2401 806
heather.beeton@liverpoolmuseums.org.uk

O Cornwall

Laura Miucci

+44 (0)1326 564027
finds@museumofcornishlife.co.uk

@ Derbyshire & Nottinghamshire
Meghan King

+44 (0)1332 641903
meghan@derbymuseums.org

O Devon

Brittany Walsh

+44 (0)1823 347426
devon.finds@swheritage.org.uk

O Dorset

Ciorstaidh Hayward Trevarthen
+44 (0)1305 228254
finds@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

® Durham, Darlington & Teeside
Benjamin Westwood
+44 (0)3000 267011

benjamin.westwood@durham.gov.uk

@ Essex

Lori Rogerson

+44 (0)1206 282390
lori.rogerson@colchester.gov.uk

® Gloucestershire & Avon
Kurt Adams

+44 (0)117 922 2613
kurt.adams@bristol.gov.uk

® Hampshire

Alexandra Kendell / Anne Thom
+44 (0)7710 093831
alexandra.kendell@
hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk
annethom@
hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk

® Herefordshire & Shropshire
Clara de Sousa Cunha

+44 (0)1584 878697
clara.desousacunha@shropshire.gov.uk

® Isle of Wight

Lewis Ferrero

+44 (0)1983 823810
lewis.ferrero@iow.gov.uk

@ Kent

Isabelle Diggle

+44 (0)3000 412553
Isabelle.diggle@kent.gov.uk

® Lancashire & Cumbria

Alex Whitlock / Theodore Muscillo
+44 (0)7814 296173
alex.whitlock@lancashire.gov.uk
theodore.muscillo@lancashire.gov.uk
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Finds Liaison
Officers’
contacts
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@ Leicestershire & Rutland
Megan Gard

+44 (0)1572 758131
mgard@rutland.gov.uk

® Lincolnshire

Lisa Brundle

+44 (0)7741 806562
lisa.brundle@lincolnshire.gov.uk

@ London

Stuart Wyatt

+44 (0)207 814 5733
swyatt@museumoflondon.org.uk

@ Norfolk

Helen Geake / Andrew Williams
+44 (0)1362 869294 / 869289
helen.geake@norfolk.gov.uk /
andrew.williams@norfolk.gov.uk

@ Northamptonshire
Ellie Cox
+44 (0)1604 387249

eleanore.cox@westnorthants.gov.uk

@ Newcastle & Northumberland
Andrew Agate

+44 (0)191 208 5031
andrew.agate@twmuseums.org.uk

@ North Lincolnshire

Martin Foreman

+44 (0)1724 297055
martin.foreman@northlincs.gov.uk

@ Oxfordshire

Edward Caswell

+44 (0)1865 300557
edward.caswell@oxfordshire.gov.uk

@ Somerset

Laura Beckwith

+44 (0)1823 347457
somerset.finds@swheritage.org.uk

@ Staffordshire & West Midlands
Victoria Allnatt / Teresa Gilmore

+44 (0)121 348 8225
PASTeam@birminghammuseums.org.uk

@ Suffolk

Anna Booth

+44 (0)1284 741241
SCCASfinds@suffolk.gov.uk

@ Surrey
Simon Maslin

+44 (0)7968 832740
simon.maslin@surreycc.gov.uk

@ Sussex

Jane Clark / Harry Redburn
+44 (0)1273 405731
flo@sussexpast.co.uk

@ Warwickshire & Worcestershire
Susheela Burford

+44 (0)7727 102453
susheela.burford@
birminghammuseums.org.uk

@ Wiltshire

Sophie Hawke

+44 (0)1722 332151
PAS@salisburymuseum.org.uk

@ Yorkshire (North & East)
Rebecca Griffiths

+44 (0)1904 687668
rebecca.griffiths@ymt.org.uk

Q@ Yorkshire (South & West)
Amy Downes

+44 (0)113 535 3175
amy.downes@wyjs.org.uk
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@ Wales Correct at time of print.

Adelle Bricking / George Whatley Current details can be found by
(Cardiff) scanning this link to the contacts
+44 (0)29 2057 3250 / 3258 page on the PAS website.

adelle.bricking@amgueddfacymru.ac.uk
george.whatley@amgueddfacymru.ac.uk

i

Nicola Kelly (Swansea)
+44 (0)1792 653763
nicola.kelly@amgueddfacymru.ac.uk

Susie White (Wrexham)
+44 (0)29 2057 3268
susie.white@amgueddfacymru.ac.uk

Jenna Smith (Heneb: Dyfed
Archaeology, Llandeilo)
+44 (0)15658 610720
jenna.smith@heneb.org.uk

Sean Derby / Melissa Lambe

(Heneb: Gwynedd Archaeology, Bangor)
+44 (0)1248 36 6963 / 6964
pas@heneb.co.uk

QD Jersey
Perry Mesney

+44 (0)1534 833141
perry.mesney@jerseyheritage.org

Portable Antiquities Scheme
Learning & National Partnerships
The British Museum

+44 (0)20 7323 8611

Treasure (The British Museum)
+44 (0)20 7323 8243/8bH46
treasure@britishmuseum.org

Treasure (Amgueddfa Cymru -
Museum Wales)

+44 (0)29 2057 3221
treasure@museumwales.ac.uk
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For further information about the
Portable Antiquities Scheme or the
Treasure Act 1996, visit finds.org.uk

Learning and National Partnerships

The British Museum
London WC1B 3DG

info@finds.org.uk
+44 (0)20 7323 8611

‘
Department
for Culture,
Media & Sport

| Antiquities
Scheme

www.finds.org.uk
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